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Newsletter From November 4, 2017 Meeting Volume 1, Number 4 

 

In This Issue: 
 Nineteen Companies join 

the TBBC-MC at the 

November meeting. 
 Shop Black owned 

Businesses on Black 

Friday 
 The Speakers’ Forum 

 Get ready for the 

February Black 

Business Expo 

 
 

SPREAD 
THE 

WORD 
 

TBBC-MC WILL HOST A 

BLACK BUSINESS EXPO 

AT THE TEXAS 

SOUTHERN 

UNIVERSITY DURING 

BLACK 

HISTORY MONTH. 

 

Contact Us: 

info@txblackbusiness.com 

www.txblackbusiness.com 

 

 

Membership with the 
Texas Black Business 

Council only costs 
$150 annually. 

 

 

Highlights from the November 4, 2017 Meeting 
 

The November 4th meeting of the Texas Black Business Council—Montgomery County was held at the China 
Chapel Church in Montgomery, TX. 
 

The dynamic meeting resulted in 19 companies joining the Texas Black 
Business Council—Montgomery County.   

 
Reasons to Join the Texas Black 
Business Council - Montgomery 
Council (TBBC-MC) 
 

 
1. Stay On The Cutting Edge 

TBBC-MC provides workshops, seminars and trainings from experts about specific aspects of running your 
business. This informal type of continuing education in a setting with other professionals will give you the 
opportunity to learn about changes, trends and new developments that will help your business thrive. 

 

2. Find Support 

Becoming a member of the TBBC-MC instantly creates a sense of camaraderie that lends itself well to 
finding resources to help you with things you cannot do yourself.  The TBBC—MC accepts membership 
from businesses and persons irrespective of where they or their business is located.  This allowance 
provides opportunities for expansion of contacts and clients. 

 

3. Generate New Customers 
Networking with other members at TBBC—MC events will give you a leg up on your competition. As 
relationships form, the likelihood that the products or services you deliver will be recommended to new 
potential customers by TBBC-MC members will increase. 

 

4. Access to Membership Directories  

The TBBC-MC maintains a directory of member businesses. This listing will help increase your exposure to 
new markets and potential clients. 

 

5. Membership Benefits 
The TBBC-MC encourages members to offer discounts, coupons, or other perks to other members of the 
group as a way to unify and foster good relationships within the organization.  Having an event and need 
participants?  Guess who will be there to support you… the TBBC-MC membership. 

 

6. Exposure Through Sponsorship 
The TBBC-MC frequently seeks Sponsors to support organizational activities. By participating as a 
Sponsor, members get to expand public exposure to their brands and enhance the impact of their 
individual marketing efforts. 

 

7. Access to certification and licensing programs   
The TBBC-MC provides members with the support needed to access and maintain required industry 
certifications and licensing.  This allows members to diversify and expand their skill sets, qualifications, 
and marketability. 

 

8. Opportunities To Give Back 
TBBC-MC members can share their knowledge with other member businesses and promote a stronger 
sense of community cooperation. 
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For Members Only: 

If you are in need of a start-
up loan, the TBBC-MC will 

assist you with putting 
together your loan application 

package.  

 

 

This service will be provided 
by Ernest Fountain, an SBA 

loan Officer and President of 

the TBBC-MC Board of 
Directors. 

 

 

 

Once your package is 

complete, you may take it to 
the lender of your choice, 

however, please note that 
Marlon Mitchell, owner and 

CEO of the Houston Business 
Development, Inc is awaiting 

loan applications from the 

TBBC-MC membership!    

 

 

Email us at: 

info@txblackbusiness.com 

to request an 

appointment to prepare 

your loan application 

package with Ernest. 

 

 

 

 

 

The November Speakers’ Forum 
Facilitated by Ernest Fountain, TBBC Board President 

 
 

 

Marlon D. Mitchell, President and CEO at Houston Business 

Development, Inc. 

(Featured Speaker for the November 4
th
 meeting) 

 

Houston Business Development, Inc. (HBDI) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation, that  serves 

as a catalyst in stimulating economic growth and revitalizing communities throughout the city of 

Houston, Texas and surrounding areas. Empowering small businesses to grow and create jobs, 

which in turn will help build strong neighborhoods and communities, is primary objective of the 

HBDI.   

 

Prospective borrowers, as well as aspiring entrepreneurs, can also take advantage of an array of 

support services and management assistance at our Business Technology Center.   

 

We assist micro-enterprise and small business owners by providing flexible and affordable loans 

to expand their businesses and work closely with banks and commercial lenders to provide 

bridge financing. HBDI is able to make loans to businesses that are just getting started and have 

yet to generate any cash flow. Typically, a start-up loan will range from $25,000 up to $150,000. 

HBDI also offers:  

 

 Low-interest rate commercial loans with flexible repayment terms;  

 Affordable lease space, conference rooms and administrative support services;  

 Business Resource Library, workshops, and one-on-one business counseling; 

 

Let HBDI help you take your business to the next level. For more information, send an email 

with your inquiry to info@txblackbusiness.com. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Charles H. Houston, CPA 

Do you need a CPA? 

What accounting needs can you afford? 

 

 

At the November 4
th

 meeting, Charles Houston explained that the need for professional 

accounting services is determined by the needs and the finances of the business.  Mr. Houston 

expertise is based on his 40+ years of Business Industry Experience in: 

 Management, accounting and auditing for Federal, state and local governments; 

 Public accounting for school districts, charter schools, proprietary and non-profit vocational 

training schools, student financial assistance compliance audits; and 

 Manufacturing, non-profit, oil and gas, real estate, health care, construction, banking, and 

credit union industries. 

 

Mr. Houston also has fourteen years of personal financial services experience, including personal 

debt management services, life insurance, property and casualty insurance, mortgage lending, 

annuities, investment contracts, and prepaid legal services.  He is a member of the Texas Society 

of Certified Public Accountants and the Houston Society of Certified Public Accountants. 

 

Need an accountant, shop “black-owned” - If you are interested in hearing more about the 
available options for addressing your accounting needs, send an email with your inquiry to 

info@txblackbusiness.com. We will forward your questions to Mr. Houston. 

 

mailto:info@txblackbusiness.com
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Suggested Listening: 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King 

as he speaks to 

audience at Stanton 

University on “The 

Other America”. 

 

 

 

  

Joseph Bushrod, Owner and President 
 

SOLENERGY, LLC.:  A BLACK OWNED COMPANY 

 
In March 2017, Joseph Bushrod and his business partner, Laurence Gibson, 

established Solenergy, the only black-owned Solar Company currently 

operating in Texas. It is their vision to help the world transition to clean renewable energy 

sources.  Solenergy, LLC has partnered with Aim2Please, LLC., an electrical contractor and a 

member of the TBBC-MC, to provide the electrical needs for installing solar panels. Joseph 

shared his story at the November 4 TBBC-MC meeting. 

 

 For six years I worked in the Scouting Department for several NFL organizations from the 

Washington Redskins, Jacksonville Jaguars, New Orleans Saints, to the former St. Louis 

Rams. Shortly after obtaining my degree from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia, I 

began a career in Respiratory Therapy for a Company named Sleep Pointe managing 

operations, accounting, and sales for seven offices worldwide. During this time, I was involved 

in every aspect of running a Medical Company and abiding by strict regulations, from 

agencies like HIPAA. 

 From there I was offered a position within the Pentagon, working for the Department of 

Defense (DOD). During these last 3 years with the DOD, I had a tremendous amount of 

resources and information available to me. Those who are familiar with the DOD, understand 

the time, resources, and soldiers directed toward obtaining fuel sources.  

 While working for the Pentagon, I got in contact with a gentleman named James Henry in 

Virginia, and helped him grow the only Black Solar Company in the Region. This company 

couldn't fully operate on their own terms, due to the Contractor-Subcontractor agreement with 

the Sunrun, the largest Residential provider in the Nation. 

 From there I set new goal, I wanted to reduce our Nation's dependence on these sources of 

fuel that put our soldiers in harm’s way.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A letter to Texas Black Business Council—Montgomery County 

 

From the Director:  IT MUST BE SAID… Racial Business Disparity in America is REAL. 
 
Racial Business Disparity is Black business owners starting with less, achieving less and ending with less than all 
other ethnic business groups. There are large and persistent racial disparities in business ownership and performance 
in the United States.  Given the magnitude of racial differences and the importance of business ownership as a way to 
make a living - racial disparity in BUSINESS is where we must focus our attention. 
 
Check out the Statistics:   
 5.1 %  of African American workers own businesses compared with more than 11.5% of white and Asian workers.   
 A MIT Press 2008 study:   median level of wealth for blacks was $6,166, compared with $67,000 for whites  

 
Elephant in the Room:  Black-owned businesses start with substantially lower levels of financial capital than white-
owned firms and this major disparity in start-up capital is the largest single factor contributing to racial disparities in 
closure rates, profits, employment, and sales.  
 
A growing body of literature attempts to address these concerns by exploring the causes of racial disparities in 
business ownership.  Black Business owners do not have to explore, because we know.  The underlying greatest 
problem for black business owners is access to capital. 
 
Help is here and it is the Texas Black Business Council—Montgomery County.  Join Today! 

 Organize with other black business owners 

 Network with other black business owners 

 Partner with other black Business owners 

 Buy from other black business owners 
 

Read the entire article at: www.txblackbusiness.com 

http://www.txblackbusiness.com/
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 COMING SOON… 

TEXAS BLACK BUSINESS EXPO 
Location:  TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 

Date:  FEBRUARY, 2017 (TO BE FINALIZED SOON) 

VOLUNTEERS, VENDORS, SPONSORS ARE NEEDED!   

PUT THE WORD OUT. 

Members:  email us at info@txblackbusiness.com to let us 

know how you will help plan and develop the  

Black Business Expo. 

 

Know Our History 

Could this be the origin of Black Friday? 

 

 

Black Friday:  Though widely disputed in various news reports, some historians 

contend that “Shopping on Black Friday” originates from the promotional 

selling off of slaves as the harvest season ended. 

 

 What will you do on Black Friday? 

 Why not shop at a Black Owned Business? 

 Will you contribute to the “righting” of the history of Black Friday? 

If we don’t, others will! 

 
Shop at black-owned businesses on Black Friday! 

 
Contact TBBC-MC for a list of black owned businesses: 

info@txblackbusiness.com 
 

 


